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1.  One  Man  One  Vote 


THE  LIBERAL  PARTY  believes 
that  the  present  South  African 
constitution  suffers  from  two  main 
faults: 

1.  It  grants  full  political  rights 
only  to  White  South  Africans. 

2.  It   does   not   protect   citizens 
from  laws  which  attack  their 
individual  rights. 

In  order  to  correct  the  first  of  these 
faults  the  Liberal  Party  aims  to-  give 
the  right  to  vote  on  the  common  roll 
to  all  adult  South  Africans.  The  Party 
will  work  to  have  the  idea  of  demo- 
cratic government,  based  on  universal 
suffrage,  accepted  by  the  people  of 
South  Africa,  and  to  introduce  it 
speedily  and  peacefully. 

To  remedy  the  second  fault  the 
Liberal  Party  will  introduce  a  consti- 
tution in  which  a  Bill  of  Rights,  based 
on  the  United  Nations  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  will  be 
entrenched. 

The  Liberal  Party  supports  a  policy 
of  universal  suffrage  for  a  number  of 
reasons.  In  the  first  place  it  believes 
that  every  person  has  a  right  to  a 
voice  in  the  election  of  his  government. 
If  a  man  has  no  vote  the  people  who 
make  the  laws  in  parliament  do  not 
have  to  worry  about  how  those  laws 
will  affect  him.  If  he  has  a  vote  they 
do  have  to  worry,  in  case  they  should 
lose  that  vote  in  the  next  election. 

The  usual  alternative  to  universal 
suffrage  put  forward  in  South  Africa 
is  a  qualified  franchise  of  one  kind  or 
another.  It  is  said  that  this  would 
ensure  that  only  responsible  people 
voted.  The  Liberal  Party  knows  from 
its  experience  with  its  own  members 


that  there  is  no  way  of  judging  a  man's 
responsibility  through  any  qualification. 
Many  people  in  South  Africa  are  both 
illiterate  and  poor,  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  but  are  anxious  to  play  their 
full  part  in  the  development  of  South 
Africa.  Deny  such  people  the  vote,  and, 
unless  you  are  prepared  to  try  to  sup- 
press them  by  force,  they  will  soon 
find  other  means  of  making  their  voice 
heard.  The  difference  between  universal 
franchise  and  a  qualified  franchise  in 
the  second  half  of  the  20th  century  is 
that  universal  franchise  is  what  all 
Africa  aspires  to,  while  the  qualified 
franchise  can  only  look  back  in  South 
Africa  on  a  long  history  of  continuous 
retreat  where  the  qualifications  have 
been  raised  every  time  the  White  group 
thought  the  vote  of  non-White  people 
was  beginning  to  become  effective. 

But  while  the  Liberal  Party  supports 
universal  suffrage,  it  does  not  believe 
that  merely  to  give  the  vote  to  everyone 
will  solve  all  South  Africa's  political 
problems.  In  our  country  a  govern- 
ment elected  by  a  minority  of  the 
people  has  used  its  powers  to  attack 
the  rights  of  those  who  oppose  it. 
Experience  shows  that  a  government 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  people  can 
do  the  same  thing.  Liberalism  regards 
the  rights  of  every  individual  as  of 
the  greatest  importance.  It  does  not 
recognise  the  right  of  any  government, 
whether  it  represents  a  majority  or  a 
minority,  to  attack  those  rights.  There- 
fore the  rights  which  affect  a  person 
most  closely,  such  as  that  to  marry 
whom  he  pleases,  to  do  the  work  of 
his  choice,  to  live  where  he  likes,  to 
educate  his  children  and  so  on,  will 
be  contained  in  a  Bill  of  Rights.  No 
government  will  be  able  to  interfere  with 
these  rights.  They  will  be  protected 


by  the  courts  which  will  have  to  see 
that  no  law  passed  by  parliament  affects 
them.  If  any  law  is  found  to  do  so  the 
courts  will  immediately  declare  it  un- 
lawful. Independence  of  the  courts 
from  government  interference  will  be 
guaranteed,  so  that  they  may  carry  out 
this  duty  without  fear. 

In  order  further  to  limit  the  powers 
of  the  central  government  the  present 
provincial  system  will  be  retained.  If 
there  is  good  reason,  necessary  towards 
the  protection  of  liberal  principles, 
additional  powers  will  be  extended  to 
the  provinces. 


Finally,  in  the  view  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  if  any  constitution  in  any 
country  is  to  be  stable  and  lasting, 
and  if  any  Bill  of  Rights  is  to  be 
effective,  it  must  have  the  support 
of  the  country  as  a  whole.  The 
Liberal  Party  believes  that,  in  South 
Africa,  such  support  can  best  be 
obtained  through  a  National  Con- 
vention at  which  every  section  of  the 
population  is  represented  and  at 
which  approval  for  the  new  constitu- 
tion will  be  sought. 


2.  An  End  to  Poverty 


LIBERAL  PARTY  believes 
J_  that  the  major  political  changes 
which  it  plans  must  be  accompanied 
by  major  economic  changes.  Only 
by  such  changes  will  it  be  possible 
to  create  a  country  in  which  every 
South  African  has  the  opportunity 
to  develop  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
capacity. 

At  present  South  Africa's  economy 
shows  great  contrasts;  grim  poverty  side 
by  side  with  tremendous  wealth.  Twenty 
per  cent  of  the  population  consumes 
over  sixty  per  cent  of  the  country's 
production.  This  state  of  affairs  must 
end. 

The  Liberal  Party  proposes  four 
main  methods  whereby  there  can  be 
created  a  non-racial  economy  with 
fair  distribution  and  opportunity  for 
all: 

•  1.    The  abolition  of  the  economic 

colour   bar; 

•  2.   The  raising  of  wages; 

•  3.    The   expansion  of  industry; 

•  4.    The   redistribution    of   land. 

1.  The  economic  colour  bar,  whether 
embodied  in  legislation  or  enforced  by 


employers  and  trade  unions,  is  a  grave 
obstacle  to  the  growth  of  a  healthy 
economy:  it  distorts  the  wage  structure, 
stifles  ability  and  kills  incentive.  The 
Liberal  Party  intends  to  break  down  the 
artificial  barriers  which  have  been  placed 
in  the  way  of  the  non-White  worker, 
and  to  permit  equal  opportunity  to  all. 
All  discrimination,  whether  statutory  or 
customary,  must  go. 

2.  The  general  level  of  wages  is  too 
low  and  the  wages  of  unskilled  workers 
are   far   below   any   reasonable   poverty 
line.     The   Liberal    Party   believes    that 
urgent  steps  must  be  taken  to  increase 
the     wages     of     the     poorest     workers. 
Methods     of     negotiation     under     the 
Industrial    Conciliation    Act    must    be 
made  ^available  to  all  workers,  and  the 
Wage  Board  must  be  required  to  make 
more  frequent  surveys  in  each  industry. 
Wages  must  be  raised,  in  stages  where 
necessary,    to    a    level   which   permits   a 
human  standard  of  living. 

3.  The   abolition   of   the   colour   bar 
will   release   new   initiative   and    buying 
power:   to  take  full  advantage  of  this, 
the    country's    primary    and    secondary 
industry    must     steadily     expand.     The 
essentials  for  such  expansion  are  capital 


and  skilled  personnel.  The  Liberal  Party 
will  encourage  the  mobilization  of  local 
capital:  the  racial  peace  which  its 
policies  will  create  will  foster  confidence 
among  both  local  and  foreign  investors. 
The  party's  education  policy  aims  to 
utilize  to  the  full  all  the  natural  talent 
of  all  racial  groups,  and  educate  each 
individual  to  his  full  capacity. 

4.  The  party  has  plans  for  redistri- 
bution of  land  and  for  the  progressive 
development  of  agriculture,  including 
agriculture  in  the  reserves.  Constructive 
measures  will  be  necessary  to  end  rural 
poverty.  These  measures  are  set  out  in 
detail  in  the  party's  land  policy. 

The  party  believes  that,  where 
practicable,  indirect  measures  such 
as  taxation  are  preferable  to  direct 
state  control.  However,  it  will  not 
shrink  from  such  measures  of  inter- 
vention as  are  necessary  to  ensure 
that  its  economic  objectives  are  fully 


attained.  Taxation  will  be  used  to 
secure  a  more  just  distribution  of 
income.  The  party  does  not  consider 
the  nationalization  of  enterprises  a 
principle  of  universal  application,  but 
will  consider  direct  intervention  in 
cases  where  it  is  necessary,  for 
example,  to  prevent  abuse  of  mono- 
poly power. 

Influx  control  will  be  abolished;  the 
short-term  difficulties  which  its  abolition 
may  create  will  be  tackled  by  means  of 
labour  exchanges,  expanded  urban  hous- 
ing and  vigilant  protection  of  urban 
wage  levels. 

The  Liberal  Party  warns  that  the 
abolition  of  discrimination  and  unjust 
laws  will  not  bring  prosperity  to  every- 
one overnight.  The  building  of  a  South 
Africa  such  as  we  hope  to  see  it  is  a 
task  to  which  all  must  bring  their  full 
and  willing  energies. 


3.  Security  for  All 


THE  LIBERAL  PARTY  aims 
to  provide  adequate  social  wel- 
fare facilities  for  all  South  Africans 
who  need  them.  Its  policy  em- 
bodies the  idea  of  the  "welfare 
state",  in  which  the  government 
takes  the  responsibility  for  ensuring 
that  no  citizen  need  feel  anxiety 
about  what  might  happen  to  him  in 
case  of  illness,  unemployment  or 
old  age. 

As  the  basis  of  its  social  welfare 
policy,  the  Liberal  Party  accepts  these 
three  extracts  from  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights: 

1.  "The  family  is  the  natural  and 
fundamental  group  unit  of  society 
and  is  entitled  to  protection  by 
Society  and  the  State." 


2.  "Everyone     has    the    right    to     a 
standard  of  living  adequate  for  the 
health    and    well-being    of   himself 
and    his    family,    including    food, 
clothing,  housing,  medical  care  and 
necessary  social  services,   and   the 
right  of  security   in  the  event  of 
employment,     sickness,     disability, 
widowhood,  old  age  or  other  lack 
of     livelihood     in     circumstances 
beyond  his  control.1" 

3.  "Motherhood    and    childhood    are 
entitled  to  special  care  and  assis- 
tance.   All  children,  whether  born 
in  or  out  of  wedlock,  shall  enjoy 
the  same  social  protection." 

The  Liberal  Party  aims  to  build  up, 
stage  by  stage,  a  complete  system  of 
social  security  in  South  Africa,  includ- 


ing  free  medical  services.  Private  wel- 
fare organizations  will  be  encouraged; 
however,  the  state  will  ensure  that 
adequate  services  are  provided,  and 
will  itself  provide  all  services  which 
private  organizations  cannot  or  do  not 
provide. 

All  benefits,  pensions,  workmen's 
compensation  and  unemployment  pay- 
ments, and  so  on,  will  be  provided  on 
a  completely  non-racial  basis,  members 
of  all  racial  groups  receiving  exactly 
the  same  amounts  on  the  same  con- 
ditions. 

The  party  will  stress  that  govern- 
ment policy  should  help  build  up 
families  and  keep  them  together,  rather 
than  separate  them  and  treat  their 
members  in  isolation.  Where  children 
are  not  being  properly  cared  for,  the 
aim  should  be  to  improve  their  parents' 
living  conditions  and  capacity  to  look 
after  them,  rather  than  to  take  the 
children  away  to  institutions. 

Family  Health  Centres  will  be  estab- 
lished —  places  which  can  provide  advice 
about  proper  food  to  maintain  health, 
and  room  to  play,  as  well  as  give 
medical  services.  They  should  promote 
a  policy  of  preventing  disease  as  well 
as  curing  it. 

The  party  will  ensure  that  all  segre- 
gation in  housing  and  land  ownership 
is  abolished,  whether  it  rests  on  laws 
such  as  the  Group  Areas  Act,  on  restric- 


tions on  title  deeds,  or  otherwise.  This 
is  likely  to  mean  that  housing  for  non- 
Whites  will  be  provided  by  private 
enterprise  to  a  greater  extent  than  at 
present.  Nevertheless,  the  government 
will  have  to  ensure  that  adequate 
housing,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  is  avail- 
able to  all,  and  that  families  can  be 
housed  satisfactorily  without  too  large 
a  proportion  of  the  breadwinners'  wages 
going  in  rent.  Low-cost  building  methods 
will  be  investigated,  and  those  who  wish 
to  build  their  own  houses,  assisted  with 
loans.  A  special  department  of  state 
will  be  set  up  to  deal  with  housing 
matters. 

In  general,  the  Liberal  Parry's 
social  policy  has  two  aims:  full 
social  security  and  complete  non- 
discrimination.  No  country  can  enjoy 
satisfactory  economic  growth  unless 
the  fruits  of  growth  come  to  those 
whose  labour  makes  the  growth 
possible.  The  grinding  poverty,  the 
constant  anxiety  and  insecurity, 
which  haunt  the  lives  of  so  many 
South  Africans,  must  be  removed 
forever.  We  must  create  a  future  in 
which  all,  of  every  race,  can  feel 
easy  in  their  minds,  and  be  given 
the  opportunity  to  advance  towards 
new  and  more  satisfying  goals  of 
achievement. 


4.  Schools  for  All 


MOST  White  South  Africans 
who  are  not  Nationalists  and 
not  Liberals  want  to  open  or  keep 
open  our  public  or  Government 
schools  to  both  English-speaking 
and  Afrikaans-speaking  children. 
They  know  that  Afrikaners  and 


English  South  Africans  will  never 
understand  one  another,  will  never 
live  peacefully  together,  unless  they 
are  educated  side  by  side  as 
children. 

Liberals  extend   this   policy  to   all 
children    because    they    know    that, 


whatever    Nationalists     (and     others) 

preach,  all  the  people  in  this  country 

must  live  and  work  together  and  the 

school    is    the    place    where    we    can 

best    learn    to    do    so    harmoniously. 

Thus   the   keynote   of   our   policy   is: 

common    schools    for    our    children, 

irrespective   of   race. 

In    these   schools   we   shall   take    full 

note    of    our    language    difficulties,    of 

our    seven    African    and    two    European 

languages    etc.     Every    parent    will    be 

allowed  to  choose  the  language-medium 

through  which  his  child  will  be  educated. 

But  this  will  not  mean  separate  schools. 

Wherever  there  are  enough  children  of 

any  language  group  to  form  a  class,  say 

about    15    to    20,   such    a    class   will    be 

provided.     Thus    we    propose    to    form 

what  are  called  parallel  medium  schools. 

But  Liberals  will  dragoon  nobody.  In 
the  Liberal  state  there  will  always  be 
room  for  people  who  want  and  are 
prepared  to  pay  for  their  own  special 
kind  of  education.  The  party  therefore 
will  provide  for  unaided,  and  in  many 
cases,  state-aided,  private  schools.  In 
any  schools,  however,  which  are  financed 
wholly  or  in  part  from  public  funds, 
the  party  will  not  tolerate  the  exclusion 
of  any  teachers  or  pupils  on  the  grounds 
of  race.  The  party  will  leave  it  to  the 
future  to  decide  whether  unaided  private 
schools  should  be  allowed  to  exclude 
pupils  on  grounds  of  race  alone. 

All  universities,  technical  colleges  and 
similar  institutions  will  receive  generous 
aid  from  the  state  but  will  be  free  and 
independent.  They  will  be  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  staff  and  to  decide 
what  they  will  teach,  and  how  they  will 
teach  it.  But  they  too  will  not  be 
allowed  to  exclude  students  and  staff  on 
grounds  of  race,  or  religious  belief  or 
disbelief. 


Among  its  first  aims,  a  Liberal 
government  will  make  education  free 
and  compulsory  for  all  children  up 
to  Standard  VI,  as  the  first  target. 
And  adults  will  not  be  forgotten.  A 
mass  education  movement  such  as  is 
found  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
will  teach  all  adults  who  wish  to  read 
and  write  and  will  ensure  that  they 
are  provided  with  plenty  of  good, 
cheap  books,  magazines  and  news- 
papers. 

Education  depends  on  teachers.  A 
Liberal  government  will  improve  the 
status,  payment  and  condition  of  work 
of  teachers  and  will  help  all  those  who 
are  inadequately  qualified  to  receive 
further  training.  Recognizing  that 
teachers  are  among  the  best-informed 
members  of  the  community,  a  Liberal 
government  will  grant  them  every 
opportunity  to  exercise  their  full  rights 
as  citizens.  Thus  they  will  be  allowed 
to  participate  in  .politics,  provided  of 
course  that  they  do  not  use  their  posi- 
tion as  teachers  to  indoctrinate  their 
pupils  in  the  beliefs  of  any  political 
party. 

Our  policy  will  call  for  the  spending 
by  the  government  of  much  more  money 
on  education  than  at  present.  At 
present,  African,  Coloured,  Asian  and, 
indeed,  many  under-privileged  White 
children  are  not  being  adequately  pro- 
vided for.  But  the  party  is  confident 
that  the  funds  will  be  readily  available 
because  (a)  better  education  will  mean 
in  the  long,  and  possibly  the  short,  run, 
substantial  savings  on  what  has  to  be 
spent  at  present  in  countering  crime  and 
ill-health,  and  because  (b)  a  thorough- 
going system  of  education  will  be  a 
profitable  investment  —  it  will  make  our 
country  a  richer  and  happier  one  for 
all  its  inhabitants. 


5.  Land  for  All 


THE  LIBERAL  PARTY 
believes  that  the  changes  that 
it  will  bring  about  in  the  social  and 
economic  spheres  in  South  Africa 
can  only  be  accomplished  if  they 
are  accompanied  by  a  radical  re- 
distribution of  land. 

At  present,  more  than  three-quarters 
of  the  land  area  of  South  Africa  is 
owned  by  Whites,  who  constitute  less 
than  a  quarter  of  the  total  population. 
The  land  of  South  Africa  must  be 
shared  out  among  those  who  wish  to 
own  it. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Liberal  Party 
will  have  to  ensure  that  the  implemen- 
tation of  its  policy  of  redistribution  is 
not  accompanied  by  any  large  scale 
drop  in  agricultural  production. 

Another  important  aspect  of  the 
party's  Land  Policy  will  be  to  make 
farming  more  efficient,  and  to  increase 
production  as  well  as  protecting  the 
land  against  erosion  and  waste. 

All  laws  which  place  racial  restrictions 
on  land  ownership  will  be  repealed. 
But  this  abolition  of  the  colour  bar  in 
land  ownership  will  not  be  'enough  to 
bring  about  redistribution  because  the 
majority  of  people  in  South  Africa  lack 
the  means  to  buy  land  they  need  on  the 
open  market.  The  government  will 
therefore  help  redistribution.  It  will 
place  taxes  on  land  which  will  make  it 
difficult  for  landowners  to  keep  great 
areas  of  land  in  a  few  hands.  The 
government  will  also  enforce  the  sale 
of  unused  or  under-developed  land  to 
the  state.  Those  who  want  to  buy  land 
but  have  not  the  means  will  be  assisted 
by  the  government  to  do  so  by  means 
of  loans  and  long  term  instalment  plans. 


The  wages  of  farm  workers  will  be 
fixed  by  law  so  as  to  ensure  that  farm 
workers,  at  present  among  the  most 
poorly  paid  in  the  country,  will  receive 
a  just  wage.  Doing  this  will  also  force 
farmers  to  use  labour  more  efficiently 
and  possibly  to  reduce  the  size  of  their 
farms. 

A  Liberal  government  will  make  soil 
conservation  a  major  task,  and  will 
provide  agricultural  education  and 
technical  services  to  all  the  farming 
community  irrespective  of  race. 

The  Liberal  Party  recognizes  that 
former  governments  have  not  been  able 
to  get  the  co-operation  of  Africans  in 
the  reserves  in  the  betterment  schemes 
which  were  in  themselves  good  for  the 
land.  This  has  been  because  Africans 
have  had  no  say  in  these  governments 
and  because  they  resented  not  being  able 
to  buy  land  outside  the  reserves  as  a 
result  of  which  the  reserves  became 
overcrowded.  The  Liberal  Party  will 
continue  with  the  Betterment  schemes, 
because  it  believes  that  under  a  demo- 
cratic system,  the  people  in  the  reserves 
will  want  them. 

The  reserves  will  be  treated  as  parts 
of  South  Africa,  and  they  will  be 
developed  as  areas  to  produce  food  and 
a  decent  living  for  those  who  live  there. 
The  attempts  of  the  present  Nationalist 
government  to  increase  their  population 
will  be  abandoned  and  the  natural  pro- 
cess of  migration  to  the  cities  will  be 
encouraged.  But  within  the  reserves 
themselves  industry  will  be  established 
and  the  growth  of  towns  will  be 
encouraged. 

Whether  the  present  system  of  tribal 
land  ownership  will  continue,  or 
whether  it  will  be  replaced  by  individual 
ownership  cannot  be  decided  until  the 
economic  problems  of  the  reserves  have 
been  solved,  and  the  people  of  those 


areas  have  said  what  they  want.  A 
Liberal  government  will  recognize  the 
system  of  land  tenure  desired  by  the 
people  concerned  provided  the  soil  and 
its  productivity  are  protected. 

Research     will     be     conducted     into 


various  forms  of  co-operative  farming 
and  a  Liberal  government  will  encourage 
the  formation  of  farmers'  co-operatives 
which  will  make  farming  machinery, 
breeding  animals,  seed  and  fertilizer 
available  to  members. 


6.  Maximum  Freedom 


HTHE  Civil  Rights  policy  of  the 
JL  Liberal  Party  is  closely  tied  up 
with  its  Constitutional  Policy,  which 
will  provide  for  a  Bill  of  Rights  and 
which  will  guarantee  the  indepen- 
pence  of  the  Courts  of  Law.  The 
Bill  of  Rights  will  be  based  on  the 
Universal  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights. 

The  Liberal  Party  believes  that  the 
state  has  many  responsibilities  in  the 
modern  industrial  world  and  its  main 
responsibility  is  to  make  sure  that  it 
offers,  the  best  life  possible  to  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  its  citizens. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to  look  after 
the  welfare  of  its  citizens  but  it  must 
not  interfere  more  than  is  necessary  in 
their  lives  as  individuals.  The  rights 
which  affect  each  of  us  most  closely  must 
be  guaranteed  to  us. 

The  first  task  of  the  Liberal  Party 
will  therefore  be  to  repeal  all  laws 
which  undermine  those  rights  which  the 
free  world  agrees  that  every  person  has 
the  right  to  enjoy.  For  instance,  the 
Liberal  Party  will  do  away  with  the 
Pass  Laws  and  influx  control  because 
they  prevent  a  person  from  looking  for 
work  where  wages  are  best;  it  will  do 
away  with  the  industrial  colour  bar 
and  job  reservation  because  they  stop  a 
man  from  doing  the  job  of  his  choice 
and  using  his  skill  to  the  full;  it  will 
do  away  with  restrictions  on  buying  and 


occupying  land,  so  that  a  person  may 
live  where  he  chooses  and  make  a 
living  from  the  land  if  that  is  the  life 
he  wants.  This  means  that  the  Group 
Areas  Act  and  the  Natives  Land  Act 
must  be  repealed. 

In  addition  to  removing  the  kind  of 
laws  discussed  above  the  Liberal  Party 
aims  to  ensure  that  the  right  of  a 
person  to  a  decent  home  and  a  decent 
living  are  guaranteed  to  him.  In  a 
way,  all  Liberal  policies  are  part  of 
the  Party's  Civil  Rights  policy.  They 
aim  to  get  rid  of  existing  restrictions, 
to  open  up  all  opportunities  to  all 
people  and  to  give  everyone  the  rights 
he  should  enjoy.  But  they  will  also  aim 
to  give  people  the  freedom  and  security 
which  come  from  a  sound  social  welfare 
system  which  will  look  after  them  in 
sickness,  old  age  and  time  of  unem- 
ployment. 

These  aims  of  the  Liberal  Party  are 
much  the  same  aims  as  those  of  any 
good  society,  but  there  is  one  part  of 
the  Civil  Rights  policy  which  seeks  to 
introduce  a  completely  new  idea  into 
South  Africa.  Almost  all  governments 
today  have  great  power  and  carry  out 
many  tasks  which  affect  the  ordinary 
citizen  very  closely.  Sometimes  it  seems 
to  the  ordinary  citizen  that  a  govern- 
ment official  is  abusing  his  powers.  In 
such  a  case  all  that  the  citizen  can  do 
to  protect  himself  is  to  take  the  matter 
to  court  and  try  to  establish  his  rights 
there.  But  to  go  to  court  usually  needs 
the  help  of  a  lawyer,  and  to  employ  a 


lawyer  is  an  expensive  business.  So, 
to  try  to  protect  individuals  against 
government  officials  who  abuse  their 
powers,  the  Liberal  Party  will  appoint 
a  special  official  whose  job  it  will  be 
to  see  that  the  government,  through  its 
officials,  does  not  interfere  in  peoples" 
lives  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
This  official  will  be  known  as  the 
Public  Protector  and  any  citizen  who 
feels  that  he  has  a  complaint  against  a 
government  employee  will  be  able  to 


make  a  report  to  him.  The  Public  Pro- 
tector will  then  investigate  the  com- 
plaint and  take  what  legal  or  other 
action  is  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  public. 

Through  its  general  policies,  then. 
but  particularly  through  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  Bill  of  Rights,  an  independent 
judiciary  and  through  this  new  post 
of  Public  Protector,  the  Liberal  Party 
aims  to  provide  the  maximum  amount 
of  freedom  to  every  South  African. 
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